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Building up the friendship bridge by visits
Creating commerce exchanges by co-operations
——the NEFIT paid a commerce research tour to Baoshan

Municipality of Yunnan, China



4 A 8-13 B ,MEXRILIERAZBHRELEFE EE B IXRLE
BBHEENGK , ARILRFEENE R ERFMEH. On
April 8-13, 2015, the NEFIT of India sent a commerce research
group to Baoshan Municipality of Yunnan, China. Invited by the
Foreign Affairs Office(FAO) of Baoshan Municipal government
as well as the Baoshan Federation on International Trade
Promotion(BSFITP), this research group made up of Mrinal
Hatkhowa, General Secretary of NEFIT, and Anshuman Barua,
Business Development Executive and cameraman of NEFIT, did
extensive business research and visited some big enterprises
of Baoshan, which was a friendly beginning of bi-lateral
co-operatons. The delegation s main objective was to visit
Baoshan and prepare a detail report on the business
opportunities for the entrepreneurs of North East India
available in Boashan and also prepare a status report on
connectivity between Guwahati and Baoshan. At the same time
the delegation meant also to prepare a list of commodities that
can be imported and exported between Baoshan and Guwahati,,
which made the tour more of an reconnaissance and study one.
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The Baoshan Municipality which locates in western Yunnan
border, has been trying to promote international commerce
between northeast of India and western Yunnan since 2013 when
It started communicating with the NEFIT. In December of 2014,
the first economic delegation headed by Madame Zhangjing, the
honorable chairperson of the CPPCC Baoshan Committee, was sent
to have had talks to the Agricultural Ministry, the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry of Assam State as well as the NEFIT,
which was a great success. And in Feb. of 2015, another Trade
and Exhibition delegation made up of 6 officials and 16
entrepreneurs of Baoshan visited Assam again and exhibited
more than 400 categories of commodities at the 2 Assam
International Agro-Horticultural Show, which was a huge
success and a milestone event for bi-lateral co-operations,

according to reliable sources of India.



4 A8 H MEZFEMRPICEZMRELTEEFTARE—1T,
MAHAT T RFREMAE, KPEERZERBIENE T ENER
EHERRZHRELERER,. SEHRERTRURLITEN , &
KT SEERLUESERNRLFMEDS. On April 8, 2015, Mr. Li
Zhengyang, the honorable party secretary of the CPC Baoshan
Committee (top leader), gave a banquet to the delegation and
both sides had friendly talks on business potentials and land
connectivity between Baoshan and Assam. Mr. Mrinal expressed
his sincere gratitude for hospitality offered by Mr. Li and
talked about study objectives, and introduced the NEFIT to Mr.
Li. And the honorable party secretary was immensely interested
in Northeast of India, he said, ““Firstly, please allow me to
express my sincere gratitude that your good federation had
given the two delegations of Baoshan very good reception and
help. Secondly, i1t is my great pleasure to have this chance
to say thank you and talk to you in person. The northeast of
India and Baoshan are two remote places, lack of development.
But we have great potential for development by doing
international business jointly because we are the link of two
most populous countries and two huge markets. By developing

international trade and taking advantage of the good resources
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yet to be developed, the two regions can be built into new
centers.”” And he wanted the delegation to remember him to Mr.
A.G. Argawal, president of NEFIT and asked the NEFIT to help
Baoshan build up friendly relations with Assam in many fields:
suggest the Assam State Government and Ministries to visit
Baoshan, suggest the Guwahati Municipal Corporation to visit
Baoshan, help both sides establish sister city relations,
direct flights between Guwahati and Baoshan, direct
Investment and co-operations from both sides, education and
culture exchanges like teacher and students exchange programs
etc. FIEAPBIRRETHHNERILERABFESETEANKAN
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on 9" of April, Madame Zhang Jing, the honorable

chairperson of the CPPCC Baoshan Committee, gave a banquet to
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the delegation. Since they had known each other very well, they
are not so much restraint to each other and had a very nice
and easy talk. And both sides even presented musical
performances. Madame Zhang was impressed by the incredible
Assam and she even enjoyed the food of assam so much. She said
she was missing the people and the delicious food and wanted
to visit Assam again in near future. At the same time she also
wanted to see business happen between two sides and welcomed
the NEFIT to participate in the 2015 Flower Festival of Baoshan
In this June and promised to take good care of the commercial
people of Assam 1f they come to promote sales of Assam
products.

Accompanied by officials of the Baoshan FAO and the BSFITP
the delegation had a chance to visit the Baoshan Maohua Yiwu
International Trade City, the Ligen Silk Co.Ltd, the Fenxiyuye
Tea Company, the Youhao Walnut Drink and Food Company, the
Tengchong Medicine Company, the Gaoligongshan Organic Tea
Co.Ltd. and so on, In the 5 days of brief visit in Baoshan. And
the delegation also get to see the Trade and Industrial Park
of Baoshan(with many manufacturing enterprises), the Western
Yunnan Anti-Japanese Invaders Museum, the Jade Trading city

and the Hoagiao Port on the Sino-Myanmar Border.
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BEROEEFEMNER. Standing on preserved former Stilwell
Road connecting India and China through Myanmar, and
over-viewing the newly built blacktop road leading to
Mitkyarna of Kachin State on the bordering mountain, Mr. Lin
Anquan, chairman of BSFITP was overwhelmed and found 1t hard
to talk. He managed to give a brief introduction to the Hoagiao
Port on the Sino-Myanmar Border, which 1s in superb condition
and 1s a port with second largest import and export volume
every year in Yunnan, and this is what he said: we are close
indeed, only more than 500 kilometers away. During WWII, we
were so much in contact and helped each other so much. What
we can expect is the success of international trade we can only

achieve.
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Mrinal believed that this trip has been a great success, and
a window had been opened between two peoples. Mr.Anshuman said,
““There was so much misinformation. Unless we come to see, we
could not imagine what Baoshan is like and what China looks
like.......”~
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On 10" and 12 , the NEFIT and the BSFITP had two meetings
On future co-operations and signed a MOU upon bilateral
recognition. To initiate, both sides agreed to do the fooling

three projects together in 2015:



1) the NEFIT and BSFITP will A’ointly study and identify gotentlal
commodity items that can be traded between Guwahati and Baoshan
and_jointly take initiative to organise buyer — seller meets, and
participate in trade-fairs & exhibitions in both the cities. As a first
g]oa]!gr Initiative both the organisation agree to do two related projects in

a)NEFIT helps organise a trade and exhibition group made of Indian
merchants (mainly from Guwahati) to participate in the Flower Festival of
Baoshan in this June and

b)BSFITP helps organise a trade and exhibition group made of Chinese

merchants (mainly from Baosan) to §articipate in Indo-China friendship
exhibition the month of November 2015.

C)NEFIT and BSFITP will create awareness about the age old land route
connectivity between the two cities through ‘Southern Silk Road’ which in
the modern age is known as the “Stilwell Road’ and will make all effort to
promote overland connectivity between the two citiies. As a first step we

propose to organise a “China-India-Myanmar Friendship Car Rally

(non-competitive)” from Baoshan to Guwahati and vice-versa through the

old Stilwell Road. Since NEFIT has already organised this kind of promotion
program, and has good connections with the related organisations of
Myanmar, both agree that the NEFIT will be responsible for the route
research work and getting permits and conveniences. The NEFIT will
shoulder the responsibility of organising car teams of India and Myanmar
while the BSFITP will shoulder the responsibility of organising car teams of
China. Both sides will be working together to resolve problems especially
related to finance.

IT the three projects are to be carried out smoothly this

year, Immense success can be expected in the future through

— 9



bi-lateral co-operations.
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Contact person: Mrinal Hatkhowa, General Secretary, NEFIT
Email: mrinalhatkhowa@gmail.com
Phone: + 91 9854079997

Web: www.nefitindia.com
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