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Background:
In light of economic inter-dependence demonstrated by "growth triangles” across Asia and hitherto unheeded
concerns of eastern subcontinent nations, its Council of Ministers in May 1996 approved a sub regional body

of Nepal, Bhutan, northeast India and Bangladesh as the South Asian Growth Quadrangle (SAGQ).

At the Malé summit one year later they agreed to co-ordinate efforts catered "to the special individual needs
of three or more Member States, and formalised procedures focused on the subcontinent's northeast to
develop intra-regional trade and investment, tourism, communication, and energy resources. Particular areas

of collaboration were targeted to channel economic growth and infrastructure compatibility.

As the mechanism operated through specific projects, constituent members endeavoured to integrate without
requiring alteration in broader policy or methods of governance. It sought to impel the sub-region's latent
socio economic potential, harnessing disparate stages of development to augment each other. Borders of all
the member states rest within 50 kilometres of the Siliguri corridor, ergo contiguous norms, tradition and

lifestyle amongst inhabitants underscore the importance of an integrated market.

Over years its objectives expanded to incorporate land and port connectivity. Procurement of funds for this
purpose was discussed at ADB headquarters, Manila, where formulation of the South Asia Sub regional
Economic Cooperation (SASEC) Program within auspices of ADB concluded in March 2001. The formation
worked toward economic synergy through arterial channels of trade and cross border initiatives. For instance,
to link West Bengal and remote north eastern states through Bangladesh by rail, highway and maritime
corridors, alongside north-south transport routes that span Nepal, Bhutan and Indian hill states to
northern Bay of Bengal ports. These grids would then bridge extraneous regions throughout member states

and beyond eastwards.

Through regular Joint working Groups (JWG) sessions, representatives explore avenues of co-operation,
exchange experiences and best practices, review data sharing arrangements for disaster forecasts and
mitigation, besides strengthening transit facilitation measures such as shared border stations on key routes
and harmonised customs procedures. The priority of “connectivity further embodies seamless electrical grids,
shared access to road, rail, air and port infrastructure, and ease of travel. To such ends, a sub regional Motor
Vehicle Agreement that garnered assent in Thimphu, would allow buses and later private vehicles with BBIN

permits to travel unobstructed by border hindrances.
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BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement

India proposed a SAARC Motor Vehicle Agreement during the 18th SAARC summit in Kathmandu in November
2014. Due to objections from Pakistan, an agreement could not be reached. India instead pursued a similar
motor vehicle agreement with the BBIN. The BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement (MVA) was signed on 15 June
2015 at the BBIN transport ministers meeting in Thimphu, Bhutan. The agreement will permit the member
states to ply their vehicles in each other's territory for transportation of cargo and passengers, including third
country transport and personal vehicles. Each vehicle would require an electronic permit to enter another
country's territory, and border security arrangements between nations' borders will also remain. Cargo
vehicles will be able to enter any of the four nations without the need for trans-shipment of goods from one
country's truck to another's at the border. Under the system, cargo vehicles are tracked electronically; permits
are issued online and sent electronically to all land ports. Vehicles are fitted with an electronic seal that alerts

regulators every time the container door is opened.

Event Theme:

“Mapping Connectivity of North East India with BBIN countries in the perspective of building bilateral
relations of trade, investment, Culture and Historical Linkages and to identify the practical tribulations and
concerns in starting up and make the road connectivity operational between the four countries Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India and Nepal. To launch the North East Region brand to the rest of the country and the world. It
is based on a concept that melds the people and cultural heritage of NER with youthful adventure to frame

and connect to Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal.
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AIMS & OBJECTIVES:

The broad objectives of the event are:

e To promote the ‘Act East’ policy of the Government of India in the perspective of linking NE India

with Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal.

e Highlight India’s Leadership role as President of G20 nations in the integration of the Indian Sub-
continent with respect to economy and security.

e To promote direct physical connectivity by road, rail and air between North East India Bangladesh,

Bhutan and Nepal for more Trans border Trade and investments.

e To promote and harness true Trade potential of India through the North East with Bangladesh,

Bhutan and Nepal, and to explore new market for produce and products of India.

e To promote more bilateral relations in the spirit of friendship and understanding between
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal. To promote Northeast India as the land corridor and

gateway for BBIN member countries

o Tore-establish and strengthen the age-old historical linkages, culture and linguistic affinities of the
people of the regions
e Promote the celebration of 200 years of Assam Tea.

o To promote opening of more Border Trade points between Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal.

e To promote the advantages of setting up Industrial ventures in the North East with regard to its
unique geo-political location and incentives offered by various state governments of North East

India.

e Promote Assam as a Start-up destination for innovation and entrepreneurship, with great physical

and digital infrastructure and a quick and transparent single window clearance system

e To promote North East India as a clean, green and an eco-friendly tourist destination for high-end

as well as budget travellers, and

e To promote North East India as trade and other bilateral trade destination among the BBIN

Countries.
o To promote adventure sports along with Indian made vehicles in overseas countries.

e To promote Indian Manufacturing Companies in overseas countries as a flagship programme of

Make in India Mission
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The Proposal in Brief:

Two years of back to back disruptions due the COVID19 pandemic has created a negative sentiment in the
overall international business environment. Countries like India took up leadership position in developing and
manufacturing of vaccines, and systematically administering it to its massive population and also helped other
countries in doing so. Due to India's cumulative and all encompassing effort the virus has weaken to a great
extend and the pandemic is now under control in large parts of the world. Now it is time to awaken the animal
spirit in business and entrepreneurship, and reboot international trade and commerce. While doing so it is

also important to highlight the stellar role played by India to bring the pandemic under control.

To reboot economic actives with our neighboring countries of Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal, North East
Federation on International Trade (NEFIT) is organizing the “BIBN FRIENDSHIP CAR RALLY 2023, starting from
Guwabhati in the state of Assam and ending at New Delhi in India moving across Shillong, Sylhet, Dhaka, Tura,

Gelephu, Thimphu, Siliguri, Kathmandu, Gorakhpur ,Varanasi / Lucknow, Agra and New Delhi.

This is a kind of confidence building measure that will open up a new dimension of overland trading and dispel
many doubts of prospective traders. The follow-up action of the “Act East Policy” of the Government of India
is creating a bright economic prospect of overland trade of commodities of North East India with BBIN

countries.

Looking forward with the new direction given by our Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modiji regarding
with the India’s “Act East Policy”, it is our high hope to break the mental and psychological barriers towards
North East India and to transform it to a part of International trade by land connectivity BBIN member

countries.

The rally is a self drive expedition and not a sport; composing 25 SUVs and 100 participants from all walks of
life will drive from Guwahati, Assam and ending at New Delhi in India moving across Shillong, Sylhet, Dhaka,
Tura, Gelephu, Thimphu, Siliguri, Kathmandu, Gorakhpur and Varanasi / Lucknow, Agra covering four BBIN
countries viz, Bangladesh, India, Bhutan, and Nepal. During the rally, we are organizing business meets with
cultural programs in Guwahati, Dhaka, Thimphu, Kathmandu, and New Delhi where official programs of the
rally will be closed in presence of dignitaries from the participant countries to promote tourism, trade and

people to people contact among the BBIN member countries

The Rally will certainly reaffirm the physical and emotional connectivity that binds the BBIN region.

=
SLSHNS
S
l_ﬂIIENSNIF CAR RALLY ON

CONNECTING NEIGHBOURS




Bangladesh — India - Bhutan — Nepal (BIBN) Friendship Car Rally 2023

Guwabhati (IND) > Shillong (IND) > Dawki (IND) > Sylhet (BAN) >Dhaka (BAN) > Dalu (IND) > Tura (IND) >
Bongaigoan (IND) > Gelephu (BHU) > Thimphu (BHU) > Phuentsholing (BHU) > Siliguri (IND) >
Mechinagar (NPL) > Mithila (NPL) > Kathmandu (NPL) > Bharatpur (NPL) > Ghamur (IND) >
Gorakhpur (IND) > Varanasi / Lucknow (IND) > Agra (IND) > New Delhi (IND)

Some focus area to be highlighted during the BIBN Friendship Car Rally 2023

Special Highlights:- The event is planned keeping in mind the “75" Year of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav” launched by our dynamic and visionary leader Shri Narendra Modiji, Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India and to promote the same with Neighboring Countries. We would also like to
highlight the year marked event of India’s G20 Presidency and promote the G20 Logo during the
event.

1. To Re-boost Trade and Tourism among the BBIN countries after the long disruption due to the COVID19
Pandemic.

2. Find new roads of regional economic cooperation in the post-pandemic economic scenario.

3. Promotion of Trade and Industrialization through regional integration, and sharing of infrastructure,
labour, Land & Shipping routes and other resources for mutual benefits.

4. Highlight the leadership role played by India to provide COVID19 vaccines to countries around the world
through the "Vaccine Maitri' initiative.

5. India's development of the CoWin digital platform to successfully run the biggest vaccination drive in the
world, and offering this open source platform free of cost to any country who wants to use it for their own
vaccination drive.

6. To seek regional cooperation among the BBIN nations in the field of Healthcare and Medicine.

7. Exchange of Ideas and technologies through institutional cooperation in research among Universities and
other Centers of Excellence.

8. Co-operation in the field Digital and online Education.
9. Promotion of Yoga as an age old technique to naturally boost health and well being.

10. Promotion of the science of Ayurveda and other Indian traditional system of medicine among the BBIN
countries.

11. Promote better Digital Connectivity and real time data sharing between the BBIN nations on trade and
commerce.
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“BIBN FRIENDSHIP CAR RALLY 2023”

ROUTE MAP

SONON

ST FE,
&Q‘ ::
@\
PhoTNN®

L]
SLSHNS
FRIENDSHIP CAR RALLY ON
YON a(yfb\'

CONNECTING NEIGHBOURS




/ = N
SISHNS
=
l_FﬂIENDSNIF CAR RALLY N

CONNECTING NEIGHBOURS

BANGLADESH, INDIA, BHUTAN AND NEPAL FRIENDSHIP CAR RALLY 2023 (BIBN)

(TENTATIVE ITINERARY)

Date Days | Departure Destination Distance Hrs. Country
24/09/2023 1 GUWAHATI BRIEFING / INDIA
OPENING
CEREMONY
25/09/2023 2 GUWAHATI SYLHET 230 Km 10 Hrs. | BANGLADESH
FLAG Off
CEREMONY
26/09/2023 3 SYLHET DHAKA 245 Km 7Hrs. | BANGLADESH
27/09/2023 4 DHAKA TURA 250 Km 9 Hrs. INDIA
28/09/2023 5 TURA GELEPHU 230 Km 8 Hrs. BHUTAN
29/09/2023 6 GELEPHU THIMPHU 250 Km 10 Hrs. BHUTAN
30/10/2023 7 THIMPHU SILIGURI 320 km 12 Hrs INDIA
01/10/202.3 | 8 SILIGURI REST DAY INDIA
02/10/2023 9 SILIGURI MITHILA 300 km 10 hrs NEPAL
03/10/2023 | 10 MITHILA KATHMANDU 220 Km 7 Hrs. NEPAL
04/10/2023 | 11 | KATHMANDU BHARATPUR 150 km 7 Hrs. NEPAL
05/10/2023 | 12 | BHARATPUR GORAKHPUR 200 Km 8 Hrs INDIA
06/10/2023 | 13 | GORAKHPUR VARANASI / 270 Km 8 Hrs. INDIA
LUCKNOW
07/10/2023 | 14 | VARANASI/ AGRA 350 Km 8 Hrs. INDIA
LUCKNOW
08/10/2023 | 15 AGRA NEW DELHI 230Km 6 Hrs. INDIA
FLAG DOWN /
CLOSING
CEREMONY
Total 15 Total 3245Km | 110 Hrs.
Days (Approx) | (Approx)
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NORTH EAST FEDERATION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE (NEFIT)

Organizational Profile in Brief

NORTH EAST FEDERATION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE (NEFIT)

North East Federation on International Trade (NEFIT) is a non-government trade organisation and
nodal trade body of Exporters and Importers of North East India, established on 7" February, 2002
with its registered office in Shillong. NEFIT is recognised by the Union Ministry of Trade and
Commerce, Government of India to issue ‘Certificate of Origin’ as specified in the Handbook of
Procedures for EXIM trade. Since its inception NEFIT has been working selflessly in the North East
region of the country to facilitate International Trade with neighbouring countries like Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Myanmar and also Thailand. We have been part of many advisory committees which had
been set up by various Government agencies with regards to formulation of Trade and Industrial
Policies for the North Eastern states. We are instrumental in earning revenues for the country’s
coffers in terms of Foreign Exchange through International Trade practices. Apart from that we have
also actively participated in establishing good bilateral relationship with neighbouring countries
through our various engagements with Trade Associations of those countries. NEFIT has already
signed a number of MOUs with different Chambers of Commerce like —

I.  Chittagong Chambers of Commerce and Industries, Bangladesh (CCCI)
[I.  Dhaka Chambers of Commerce and Industries, Bangladesh (DCCI)
lll.  Sylhet Chambers of Commerce and Industries, Bangladesh (SCCI)

IV.  Union of Myanmar Federation of Chamber of Commerce and Industries, Myanmar
(UMFCCI)

V. Mol signed at Tamu with Tamu - Kalay Border Trade Chamber of Commerce, Union of
Myanmar.

VI.  MoU signed with Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce, Chiang Mai, Thailand

VIl.  MoU signed with YIWU Trade City, Baoshan, P.R. China
VIIl.  MoU signed with International Trade Promotion Federation of Baoshan, P.R. China



ACTIVITIES OF NEFIT IN BRIEF THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES IN THE
RECENT PAST -
(In reverse chronological order)

July 6™ - 13" July 2019 Successfully organised Educational Exposure
Trip to Baoshan University and Kunming
University, Yunnan Province, P.R. China
under the TCIM Initiative undertaken by
TEAM NEFIT and supported by Assam
Science and Technology University (ASTU)
and Dibrugarh University of Assam, India.

June 2019 NEFIT Intellectual Delegation to 2018
Chengdu Dialogue on South Asia (Pan-Asia)
Production Capacity Cooperation to present
a paper on connectivity issue, related to
reopen of Stilwell Road.

January 25" — 04" February 2019 Successfully Organized Overland Delegation
to visit Republic of the Union of Myanmar in
Support of Assam Science and Technology
University to Explore the potential Aspects
of Border Trade, Tourism, Education,
Investment and Co-Operation

September 14" — 20™ September 2018 NEFIT Intellectual Delegation to 2018
Chengdu Dialogue on South Asia (Pan-Asia)
Production Capacity Cooperation to present
a paper on connectivity issue, related to
reopen of Stilwell Road.

June 16" - 23" June 2018 NEFIT Trade and Economic delegation to
visit Baoshan, Tengchong and Kunming, P R.
China, with an objective to explore the
possibility of Trade & Business, Educational
& Cultural exchange programmes and other
possible areas of co-operation & business
opportunities  between the two
neighbouring  counties more particularly
Assam & NE states.
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January 11" — 02" February 2018

June 10" —June 19" 2017

January - March 2017

May 22" —June 9™ 2016

Successfully organized the “1st NEFIT INDIA
- ASEAN ROADSHOW CUM FRIENDSHIP CAR
RALLY 2018” From Guwahati of North East
India and back via Myanmar, Laos, and
Thailand. This is a kind of confidence
building measure that will open up a new
dimension of overland trading and dispel
many doubts of prospective traders. The
follow-up action of the “Act East Policy” of
the Government of India is creating a bright
economic prospect of overland trade of
commodities of North East India with South
East Asian countries through the India-
Myanmar- Thailand Trilateral Highway and
Asian Highways 1 & 2 which will make
ASEAN boundaries adjacent to India.

NEFIT had taken a Trade Delegation and
entrepreneurs from North Eastern Region
and Participated in South & Southeast Asia
Commodity Expo and Investment Fair from
12-18 June, 2017 at Kunming, P.R. China.

NEFIT had successfully organized 15 (fifteen)
Awareness Programme on Zero Defect, Zero
Effect (ZED) Certification Scheme as per the
2016 Ministry of MSME Guideline in
Association with National Board of Quality
Control (NBQC), Quality Council of India,
(QCI) Govt. of India, New Delhi, in different
states of the North Eastern Region.

Successfully organized the “1* India—
Myanmar-Thailand Friendship Car Rally”, a
tri nation car expedition with an aim for
building relationship for better
understanding and friendship and to
promote produce and products of India in
new emerging markets of Myanmar &
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April — May 2016

December - 2015

November —17, 2015

June - 18, 2015

June, 2014

May 21 -25™ May , 2014

Thailand.  Expedition  from Itanagar
(Arunachal Pradesh) — Bangkok (Thailand) —
Guwabhati (Assam) Via Myanmar comprising
of Corporate Executives, Govt. Officials,
Entrepreneurs, Exporters/  Importers,
Professional.

NEFIT had Successfully organized Practical
Risk Assessment as per I1SO 9001:2015
(Quality Management System) in association
with National Board of Quality Control
(NBQC), Quality Council of India, (QCI) in the
state of Meghalaya, Mizoram and Manipur.

NEFIT have already brought 01 (one) truck
of Agriculture products from Baoshan city of
Yunnan Province of China as per request
from Indian Chambers of Commerce (ICC)
through the present Stillwell road.

NEFIT NE India Delegation for BCIM
Economy Co-operation overland Road
Journey from Guwahati to Kunming, P.R.
China.

Assam Pioneer Economic and Cultural Co-
Operation Delegation to Baoshan and
Kunming under aegis of NEFIT.

NEFIT had taken a team in the month of
June 2014 of its members and participated
at SAHA group trade fairs held at Queen
Sirikit Convention Centre, Bangkok.

NEFIT members also participated at the
Bangkok International Trade fair (THAIFEX)
held at impact from 21-25 May, 2014.
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7" May - 14 May, 2013

31thJanuary —5" February, 2013

11" March — 22" March, 2012

8" September — 9th September, 2011

20" August — 27" August., 2011

NEFIT in association with office of the
Commercial Affairs, Royal Thai Embassy,
New Delhi organized a delegation of
Ministerial team along with High ranking
officials from the department of Agriculture
and took them to Thailand. NEFIT along with
the Board of Investment of Thailand (Bol)
organized a number of meetings, seminars,
etc., at Bangkok / Chiang Mai, and also
explored trade and investment
opportunities in both the countries.

NEFIT organized an Exposure — cum — Study
tour comprising of Officials from the
Directorate of Horticulture and Food
Processing, Govt. of Assam to Chiang Mai
Flower Festival in Thailand.

Successfully organized the “1st Indo-
Myanmar Friendship Car Rally”, a Trade
and Friendship expedition from Guwahati —
Yangon (Myanmar) — Guwahati comprising
of Corporate Executives, Govt. Officials,
Entrepreneurs, Exporters / Importers,
Professional, etc.

NEFIT represented North East India at the
Tri-Nations Business Conference and a
workshop on Buyers and Sellers meet held
at Chiang  Mai, Thailand. Trade
representatives from Assam, Manipur,
Nagaland and Tamil Nadu attended the
meet. NEFIT presented a paper on
“Connectivity and Trade in the perspective
of North East India, Myanmar and Thailand”.

NEFIT had taken a High Level Trade
Delegation to Hangzhou, P.R China under
the leadership of Ex. Hon’ble Industry
Minister, Govt. of Assam, Shri Pradyut
Bordoloi for Trade & Exposure on Bamboo
Technology.
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17" April - 18" April, 2011

18th April, 2011

September, 2010

February, 2010

8" January — 9™ January., 2010

17" May, 2010

16" May - 17" May, 2010

A seminar was organised jointly with
SHEFIXCIL, Govt. of Manipur, on Panel
discussion on border trade at Moreh,
Manipur.

Visit to Indo-Myanmar Border (Moreh /
Tamu) by DGFT, Manipur State Official &
NEFIT.

NEFIT officials had meeting with H.E
Ambassador of India at Indian Embassy in
Yangon, Myanmar.

Presentation on Border Trade by NEFIT at
North East India — Bangladesh Trade &
Investment Conclave at Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Presentation on Border Trade by NEFIT on
Connectivity between India and her Eastern
Neighbours: Emerging Physical, Economic
and Cultural Networks at Calcutta University
at Kolkata.

MoU signed with Tamu - Kalay Border Trade
Chamber of Commerce, Union of Myanmar.

Buyers / Sellers — cum ground level officials
meet held at Tamu in Myanmar, organized
by NEFIT and funded by the Govt. of
Manipur, Imphal. The meet was attended by
officials of Indian & Myanmar Customs,
Borders Trade Director of Myanmar, State
officials of Manipur Govt. and Exporters &
Importers of Moreh (India) and Tamu
(Myanmar).
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November, 2009

4™ September, 2008

2007

11" March, 2006

22" October — 24" October, 2005

A Trade Delegation comprising of Business
delegates and State Govt. officials of
Nagaland were taken to Yangon in
Myanmar, which was a joint effort of the
Govt. of Nagaland and NEFIT.

Indo - Bangla Exporters and Importers
Conclave was organized at Pinewood Hotel,
Shillong. In this meet many Bankers and
Importers from Bangladesh had attended.

NEFIT Trade Delegation was attended North
East Business Summit in Bangkok (Thailand)
under the MDA given by SHEFEXIL

Organised a seminar on “Border Trade and
Look East Policy” at Pragati Maidan, New
Delhi during North East Trade Fair in
association with ITPO, New Delhi. Many
resource persons from the Govt. sectors and
the Private sectors had participated along
many diplomats from various embassies of
Southeast Asian Nations based in New Delhi.
This programme was funded by North
Eastern Council, Govt. of India, Shillong.

NEFIT had organized a seminar on “Minor
Forest Produce” in association with SHELLAC
Export Promotion Council, Kolkata on 22nd
October 2005 at Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok,
Guwahati and 24th October, 2005 at
Pinewood Hotel at Shillong, Meghalaya,
DGFT from Ministry of Commerce and
officials of North Eastern Council, Shillong
also attended.
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17" February, 2004

11" July — 12 July, 2003

Successfully organized a Seminar on “Special
Economic Zone - Feasibility and Prospects”
at Pinewood Hotel in Shillong. The meet was
attended by Director General of Foreign
Trade, Govt. of India and various Export
Promotion Council & EOU. It was funded by
North Eastern Council, Shillong and
organized by NEFIT.

Organised a seminar on Export Promotion —
cum Buyers & Sellers meet at Shillong
funded by North Eastern Council, Shillong
in which Bangladesh Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce & Industry and Sylhet
Chamber of Commerce & Industry and
various Export Promotion Councils from
Kolkata / New Delhi, and also various
officials from Govt. of India and states of the
North Eastern Regions have attended and
participated.
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